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The state of play in Flanders
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 Low water availability
 High degree of soil sealing

Water-intensive economy
Water management focused on drainage

High water stress



Agriculture Nature Industry Water supply
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Impacts visible today
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Blue Deal: what and why

 Ambitious programme with structural and proactive 
actions to prevent drought and water scarcity in 
Flanders

 More resilient and climate-robust water system
 A better balance between water supply and demand
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Blue Deal = a systemic approach

More efficient and 
circular water use

Blue Deal focuses on increased water availability 
and on smarter water use

Increase sponge effect



Supporting local 
investments and 

innovative partnerships

Investments in 
research and 

innovation

Amending 
regulations

Blue Deal: leverage for broad-based dynamics

Investments by 
the Flemish 
Government
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Stakeholder engagement through
Investing 
Stimulating 
Regulating
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Blue Deal: +500 mio €
extra investments since 
2020

www.bluedeal.vlaanderen

200 MIO €

180 MIO €

1450 MIO €

Impact 
monitoring to 

evaluate on-site 
realisations



Water+Land+Scape 2.0

• Financial support for measures and capacity building to tackle drought 
and water scarcity in rural areas in an area-based manner

• Stimulating partnerships and coalitions between companies, local 
authorities, farmers, associations, engineering firms, research 
institutions, water managers, ...

• path 1 – testing innovative measures
• path 2 – implementing area-based programmes
• budget: 25 mio €

Innovative partnerships
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© VVOG

© VMM

Restoring natural watercourses

Blue Deal: impact
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Blue Deal: impact

© VVOG
© VLM

Restoring wetlands
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© VVOG

© VLM

Blue Deal: impact

Agriculture: storing water underground
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© VVOG

© VLM

Blue Deal: impact

Adjusting drainage of paved areas



13

© VVOG

© VMM

Rain water storage and re-use

Blue Deal: impact

1,1 miljard liter extra 
opvangcapaciteit

4-8 miljard liter hergebruik
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Circular water use

Blue Deal: impact



More information on 
bluedeal.vlaanderen/about-blue-deal


